M A H A T M A
Gandhi: If you will conceive the campaign as designed in order to
rid the country of violence, then you will share with me the same
concern for it. I think that at any cost a movement of this character
should live in the country in a purified state.
Lord Hunter: By your satyagraha pledge are you not binding
a man's conscience?
Gandhi: Not according to my interpretation of it. If my inter-
pretation of the pledge is found to be incorrect, I shall mend my
error if I have to start the movement again.
Lord Hunter: No, no. I do not pretend to advise you.
Sir Chimanlal Setalvad cross-examined Gandhi thinking that he
would corner him by means of legalistic legerdemain. But Sir
Chimanlal had to eat humble pie.
Sir Chimanlal: Your satyagraha doctrine, so far as I understand
it, involves the pursuit of truth and in that pursuit you invite suffering
on yourself and do not cause violence to anybody else.
Gandhi: Yes, Sir.
Sir Chimanlal: However honestly a man may strive in his search
for truth, his notions of truth may be different from the notions of
others. Who then is to determine the truth?
Gandhi: The individual himself would determine that.
Sir Chimanlal: Different individuals would have different views
as to truth. Would that not lead to confusion?
Gandhi: I do not think so*
Sir Chimanlal: Honestly striving after truth differs in every case.
Gandhi: That is why the non-violence part was a necessary
corollary. Without that there would be confusion and worse.
Sir Chimanlal: Must not the person wanting to pursue truth be of
high moral and intellectual equipment?
Gandhi: No. It would be impossible to expect that from every
one. If A has evolved a truth by his own efforts which B, C and
others are to accept, I should not require them to have the equip-
ment of A.
Sir Chimanlal: Then it comes to this that a man comes to a
decision and others of lower intellectual and moral equipment would
have to blindly follow him.
Gandhi: Not blindly. All I wish to urge is, that each individual
unless he wants to carry on his pursuit of truth independently needs
to follow someone who has determined truth.